The 
PALACE GRAND 
THEATRE 


A luxurious and flamboyant opera house, cum dance hall, the Palace Grand opened 
in gala style July 1899. It was built at the height of the gold rush by ‘Arizona Charlie’ Mea- 
dows, a colourful character who utilized the remnants of a couple of beached sternwheel- 
ers for the purpose. During the hey-day of the sprawling and roisterous mining camp, the 
Palace Grand played host to a variety of entertainment, from wild west shows to opera. 
It was known as the roomiest and best appointed opera house in the north. The Palace 
Grand, whose false front is reminiscent of a Hollywood movie set, changed hands a num- 
ber of times from 1899 to 1902. 

With the turn of the century the excitement of the gold rush died as quickly as it had 
arisen. Dawson took on the aspects of a settled residential community. Mining continued 
as the town’s principal industry for many years, and indeed gold production continued 
into the early years of the twentieth century. In its staid middle age, the Palace Grand was 
used for community functions and visiting theatre troupes. 

Saved from destruction by the Klondike Visitors Association and donated to the Can- 
adian government, the National Historic Parks Branch undertook the re-construction of 
the Palace Grand Theatre in the 1960’s. The old opera house is restored to its 1899 splen- 
dour. It is well patronized during the tourist season, when entertainment reminiscent of 
that charismatic era of three-quarters of a century ago echoes to the raftered roof. 
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